
THE RULES ON PROPORTIONALITY 

 

The main rules are set out in s. 15(5) LGHA, and they are to be applied sequentially. 

So Rule B cannot override Rule A; Rule C cannot override Rules A and B; and Rule D 

cannot override Rules A, B or C. An additional rule is set out in s. 16. 

 

Rule A: all the seats on a committee or sub-committee may not be allocated to 

members of the same political Group. Note that this does not require that each political 

Group needs to represented on each committee or sub-committee. 

 

Rule B: where a majority of the members of Council are members of the same political 

Group, a majority of the seats on each committee and sub-committee must be 

allocated to that political Group. So, where there is a majority Group, it must be 

allocated a minimum of 2 seats on each committee or sub-committee of 3 members, 3 

seats on each committee or sub-committee of 4 members, and so on. This means that, 

where a political Group enjoys a narrow majority on Council, that majority Group will 

be allocated significantly more seats than would result from simple proportionality. 

Incidentally, the combination of Rules A and B reinforce the point that the minimum 

size of a committee or sub-committee ought to be 3. 

 

Rule C: deals with the aggregate of seats on all committees, taken together. [It does 

not apply to sub-committees, joint committees or outside bodies (see later)]. It 

provides that, subject to Rules A and B, the relationship between the total number of 

committee seats allocated to each Group and the total number of seats on all 

committees must, as near as possible, be the same as the relationship between the 

number of members of the Group as a proportion of the total number of members of 

Council. This is subject to Rules A and B. 

 

Rule D: Having worked out how many committee seats are to be allocated to each 

political Group, Rule D then determines which committees those seats relate to. Rule 

D now says that, taking each committee separately, the seats on that committee must 



allocated as close to proportionately as possible, without offending Rules A, B or C. 

 

Rule E: inserted into s.16 by reg. 16(3), which provides that, where 

appointments to seats are to be made other than in accordance with Rules A to D (i.e. 

to seats which are not allocated to a political Group) then the Council or the committee 

must appoint members to those seats who are not members of a political Group. The 

exact wording is: 

“(2A) Where appointments fall to be made to seats on a body to which section 15 

applies otherwise than in accordance with a determination under that section, it shall 

be the duty of the authority or the committee, as the case may be, so to exercise their 

power to make appointments as to secure that the persons appointed to those seats 

are not members of any political Group.” 

 


